Spring 2009
Asian Studies 275


Interdisciplinary Approaches to Asia

2 hour class; once a week

Instructor:
Kris MacPherson, Reference/Instruction Librarian and Associate Professor 

Office:

Rolvaag Library 304

Phone:

6798

Email:

macphers@stolaf.edu 
Office hours:
By appointment

What does it mean to be an Asian Studies major or concentrator?  How does one approach topics from an AS perspective?  How does one research effectively in AS?  This .25 credit course will prepare sophomore and junior majors and concentrators for upper level study by providing methodologies for individual research, including disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives on particular issues.  Students will use research tools systematically and compile bibliographies using bibliographic software.
Course Goals:  To introduce mid-level Asian Studies majors and concentrators to the interdisciplinary nature of the field and to provide preparation for the senior seminar.  Students will gain a thorough grounding in the approaches different disciplines make to a common body of knowledge and come to understand both disciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches via presentations by departmental faculty.  Additionally, students will use the resources available to researchers in Asian Studies in a systematic and in-depth way so that they are prepared to do research in the senior seminar.  Students will begin to build their professional libraries using EndNote.

Texts:  None
Course Requirements:
1. Regular attendance.

2. Active participation

3. Completion of all assignments before the class meeting for which they are due and turning them in at the beginning of class.

Grading

Attendance




12 points (final class as course eval/disc)

Participation during class


24   (final participation as course eval/disc)
8 Assignments @ 4 points each

32

Final Exam/Essay 



24

Course Evaluation Discussion 

  8  (with Professor Reed; results not used until after

grades recorded)




Total


100 points


How Points are determined
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Attendance
	There or excused absence (sent email)
	1 pt.

	 
	Missing or unexcused absence
	0 pt.

	Participation
	Actively discusses or questions
	2 pt.

	 
	Sometimes discusses or questions; alert
	1 pt.

	 
	Silent or not engaged
	0 pt.

	Assignments
	On time; complete and generally correct
	4 pt.

	 
	On time; partially complete or correct
	3 pt.

	 
	1-2 weeks late; complete
	2 pt.

	 
	1-2 weeks late; partially complete
	0 pt.

	 
	Very late; complete
	1 pt.

	Final Exam 
	See rubric
	24 pt.

	Course Eval/Disc
	Showed up and contributed
	8pt.

	 
	Showed up and didn't talk
	less


Final Essay/Exam:  

This course has used the examples of Food & Eating in Asia, the Beijing Olympics and Anime to illustrate the different approaches disciplinary faculty would take to each topic.  You are to choose a fourth idea of interest to you and consider it each time we interact with a different faculty member.  Feel free to engage them about your topic in terms of the questions a person in their discipline would ask if it would be helpful.  By May 4, then, you will be prepared to write a short (1-2 page) mock research proposal:


State your topic clearly.  Then,

1. Spend a full paragraph to ½ page discussing what questions you would ask of this topic from the most appropriate discipline and how you would pursue them.

2. Spend a full paragraph to ½ page discussing what bearing other disciplines might have on your topic and how you would approach it from the interdisciplinary perspective of Asian Studies.

3. Outline a research plan (½ – ¾ page) for yourself drawing on the strategies and tools we have discussed in class.  Include your keywords and search statements.  [This can be a chart rather than prose.  And, you can use your topic to complete the assignments as you go along so this portion is basically done by May 4.]

4. Suggest a journal in which you might try to publish the results of your research and justify your choice briefly [1 paragraph].  Include the style sheet it uses, and other considerations you will need to keep in mind.

This proposal is due before or at the beginning of the stated exam time for AS 275 [Tuesday, May 19 at 2:00p.m.] in electronic copy (MS word) to: macphers@stolaf.edu  or paper copy to my office, Rolvaag 304.
Any student with a documented intellectual, physical or emotional disability needing academic accommodations is expected to speak with me during the first two weeks of class. All discussions will remain confidential. Students with a disability who do not have an accommodation letter to present to me must also contact Ruth Bolstad (bolstadr@stolaf.edu ) or Connie Ford (ford@stolaf.edu) in the Academic Support Center (x3288) located in the very back of The Village

