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Living by Words:  Exploring the Vocations of Writing

Description:


This First Year Writing course explores the idea that, for some people, writing or shaping words generally, more than a source of income, may be a response to a calling or vocation, in which one uses his or her verbal talent to serve higher goals.  We begin by reading classic essays on this topic by Christian writers such as Martin and John Milton. We read contemporary pieces–both fiction and nonfiction–that alert us to tensions that arise in the relationship between words and vocation.  We explore nonfiction essays (by writers such as Studs Terkel, Martin Luther King, Jr., Kathleen Norris, and Heidi Neumark) that show a range of ways in which crafting words can reflect one’s calling.  Finally, we interview professionals from a variety of fields who make their living by using words.  In every case, we write our own essays in response to these examples.  


Writing activities in this course include the following:  1) an analytical essay discussing vocation that explores a conflict with this notion (e.g., Are there times when a journalist should refrain from writing a story out of respect for the subject’s rights?   Can a Christian scholar review a book harshly?); 2) an overview and annotated bibliography investigating a current controversy in the workplace; 3) a follow-up essay, either engaging readers in that controversy (i.e., a feature story) or persuading readers to take a stand on the issue (i.e., an editorial); 4) an interview.

Course Objectives:


Through various in-class activities, discussions, and assignments, “Living by Words” strives to achieve the following objectives:

1.  To promote understanding of the principles of good writing;

2.  To develop and practice a wide range of writing skills and strategies;

3.  To explore the concepts of vocation and vocational discernment;

4.  To gain awareness of the relationship between writing and vocation.

Requirements:


1.  Attendance and participation


=  1/6 of grade

2.  Informal response papers



=  1/6 


2.  3 polished, formal essays  (4-5 pages each)
=  1/2



3.  1 polished research paper  (4-5 pages)

=  1/6

Note:  All papers are to be turned in, by hand, to the instructor on the days indicated.  No electronic or e-mail submissions, please.  Missing more than two classes lowers your attendance grade by 1/3 (e.g. “B” becomes “B-). See handout on “Lateness Policy.” 

Required Texts:


1.  Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference, 5th ed.


2.  Peterson, Linda H., ed.  The Norton Reader, Shorter Edition.  11th ed.


3.  Strunk & White.  The Elements of Style.  4th ed.


4.  Terkel, Studs.  Working.


5.  A packet of handouts costing roughly $5, available soon from the English Secretary.  Please wait before shopping; I will announce in class when packets are ready.

Calendar:  (Please complete all readings for class meetings on the dates given.  High participation marks go to those ready with responses to and questions about the readings!)

Unit 1:  Writing and Vocation, Principles and Theories

February

7
Tu
Introductions.  A Writing Autobiography.

9
Th
Read Hacker, Part C1-3: “Composing and Revising,” pp. 1-23.




Discussion of the Writing Process.

14
Tu
Gengenbach, “The Secularization of Vocation and the Worship of 




Work” (packet); Hardy et al. “Part I–Vocabularies” (packet). 

16
Th
Lagerquist, “Vocation is Daily Bread” (packet); Milton, sonnets (packet);




Oliver, “Work.”

21
Tu
Strunk & White, “Foreword,” “Introduction,” Chapter II: “Elementary 



Principles of Composition,” pp. 15–33.  Lehner, “An Antidote to




The Elements of Style” (packet).

23
Th
Hacker, Part C4: “Writing Paragraphs,” pp. 23–36; Part S: “Sentence 



Style,” pp. 79–108.  “The Introduction” and “The Conclusion,” 



both in packet.

28
Tu
Small groups meet.  Due in Class: Draft and 3 Copies of “A Conflict 



in Vocation.”  Read “Responding to Writing,” “A Quick Check 



List,” “Proofreader’ Marks,” (all in packet).

Unit 2: Living by Words: Classic and Recent Witnesses 

March

2
Th
Due in Class: Revised Essay #1.
Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant,”; Fussell, “Thank God for the Atom 



Bomb,”both in Norton Reader.

7
Tu
Film, “No Easy Walk,” about Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights 



Movement.   Strunk & White, “An Approach to Style,” pp. 66–85.

9
Th
King, “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” in Norton Reader.

14
Tu
Terkel, Working, “Introduction,” xi–xxx; “Barbara Herrick” through 



“Enid du Bois,” Working, pp. 66–97.

16
Th
 Hacker, Part R: “Researching,” pp. 293–326; Skim Part M: “MLA 



Documentation,” pp. 327–370; read closely pp. 371–77.




Meet in Library, Reference Area.  Speaker: Kasia Gonnerman.

21
Tu
Due in Class: Draft and 3 Copies of “A Current Controversy in the 




Workplace.”
23
Th
Due in Class: Revised Essay #2.

28-30
Spring Break

Unit 3:  Professionals who Live by Their Words

April

4
Tu
“Steve Carmichael” through Bill Talcott,” Working, pp.342–56; “Nora 



Watson” through “Philip Da Vinci,” Working, pp. 521-39.    

6
Th
In-class Interview:  Elizabeth Musselman, Pastoral Intern.  Read: Heidi 



Neumark, “Church Doors” (Xerox).

11
Tu  
In-class Interview: Jason DeRose, NPR Religion Reporter.  




Read Kathleen Norris, in Norton Reader.

13
Th
In-class Interview:  Kasey Hvistendahl, Family Counselor.

16
S
Easter Sunday

18
Tu
In-class Interview: Paddy Dale, Director of Gov’t and 

Foundation Relations.

20
Th
In-class Interview: Adam Dowd, Attorney.

25
Tu
Due in Class: Draft and 3 Copies of “Interview.”

Unit 4: Persuasion

27
Th 
Due in Class: Revised Essay #3.  Read: “Argumentation: Writing to 



Persuade” (packet); “How to Write an Argument” (packet).

May

2
Tu
Morrow, “It’s Time to Ban Handguns,” and Goldwater “Why 

Gun-Control Laws Don’t Work” (packet).

4
Th
In-Class Game: Cooperative Controversies” (sheet in packet).

9
Tu
Presentation of Topics in Class.

11
Th
Due in Class: Draft and 3 Copies of “Editorial/Feature Story.”
16
Tu
Reading Day

20
Sat
9:00–11:00     FINAL EXAM  =  Revised Essay #4 due.  This is the 



absolute deadline for any revisions or make-up work.

