English 286: Women and Literature
Semester II, 2004-05

Holly, L416

Ext. 3447; email: holly

Course alias: english-286


      This course is entitled "Callings: Stories of Identity and Vocation." Focusing on a 

selection of memoirs by contemporary American women, we will address the issues of identity formation, vocational discernment, and spiritual calling (broadly defined) that emerge in women's life stories. Supplementing the reading of women’s memoirs will be conversations about vocational issues with women from the St. Olaf community and selected essays on such topics as the value of work, the role of motherhood, and the meaning of vocation. Students will also be required not only to interview and write a biographical sketch of an older woman--someone from home or the St. Olaf community--but also to write an autobiographical essay reflecting on their lives, their educations, their aspirations. In addition to focusing on issues of vocation and identity, the course will also address the significance of the autobiographical act in the lives of contemporary women, students included.

Required Texts:

Lori Arviso Alvord, The Scalpel and the Silver Bear: The First Navajo Surgeon
  Combines Western Medicine and Traditional Healing (Bantam)

Mary Catherine Bateson, Composing a Life: Life as a Work in Progress (Grove)

L. Teresa Church, Selected poems from Beyond the Water Dance (handout)

Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America (Owl)

Louise Erdrich, Selection from The Blue Jay’s Dance  (handout)

Gail Griffin, Calling: Essays on Teaching in the Mother Tongue (Trilogy)

Heidi Neumark, Breathing Space: A Spiritual Journey in the South Bronx  (Beacon)

Kathleen Norris, Dakota: A Spiritual Geography (Mariner)

Jane Tompkins,  A Life in School: What the Teacher Learned (Perseus)

Selected essays (handouts)

Course Requirements
--Regular attendance in class.  More than three unexcused absences from the class will lower your grade;

--Attendance at required extra-curricular events;

--Thorough and thoughtful preparation for each class session and active participation in small and large group discussions;

--Well-prepared, well-rehearsed presentations;

--Completion of all written work, on the day assigned (unless you have made prior      arrangements with the instructor)

Assignments:

-- Informal response papers (1-2 pgs), as assigned
--Two formal papers (3 pgs.) on the assigned reading

--One biographical essay (6 pgs) and one autobiographical essay (6-8 pgs.)
--Two presentations
--Final Essay Exam
Grading:
--Participation in class discussion and informal response papers – 20% of grade

--Two Formal essays – 20% 

--Biographical essay/ presentation – 20%

--Autobiographical essay/presentation – 20%

--Final essay – 20%

Class Schedule (subject to revision):

T 2/8         Introduction

Th 2/10     Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed (Introduction through p. 101)

                 Written definitions of work, career, and vocation 

                 Attendance at a performance of Nickel and Dimed, Feb. 11-13, required

T 2/15       Finish Nickel and Dimed, discussion of play

Th 2/17     Discussion with Dona Werner Freeman; NOTE that this day’s class runs from         

                    11:45-1:10 in order to accommodate Professor Freeman’s schedule

                  Church, selected poems

                  Attendance at Teresa Church’s quilt exhibit, opening Feb. 18, required before

                    class on Feb. 22

T 2/22       Meeting with Teresa Church, Dittmann Center, seminar room, main floor

Th 2/24     Griffin, Calling
T 3/1         Griffin, Calling (cont.)

Th 3/3       Tompkins, A Life in School
F 3/4          Essay #1 due

T 3/8         Tompkins, A Life in School (cont.)

Th 3/10     Visiting speaker(s); selected essays by Adrienne Rich

T 3/15         Alford, The Scalpel and the Silver Bear
Th 3/17       Alford, The Scalpel and the Silver Bear (cont.)

T/Th 3/22-24   Spring Break

T 3/29          Norris, Dakota
Th 3/31        Norris, Dakota (cont.)

F 4/1            Essay #2 due
T 4/5            Visiting speaker; work on biographies

Th 4/7          Presentations of biographies

T 4/12          Presentation of biographies

Th 4/14        Presentation of biographies; wrapping up presentations

F 4/15          Biographies (Essay # 3) due
T 4/19          Neumark, Breathing Space
Th 4/21        Neumark, Breathing Space (cont.); visiting speaker

T 4/26          Selected essays on religious vocations

Th. 4/28       Erdrich, from The Blue Jay’s Dance
T 5/3            Bateson, Composing a Life
Th 5/6          Bateson, Composing a Life; presentation of autobiographies

T 5/ 10         Presentations of autobiographies

Th 5/12        Presentations of autobiographies

W 5/13        Autobiographies (Essay #4) due
 Th 5/19       Final Essay Exam (2:30-4:30)

